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THE Ra 
"OF THE 


MINIS TRY. 
Impartially Examined. 
Ia a Letter to the Merchants of London. 


London, Oct. 26, 1756. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HAVE thought fit to dre the 
following diſcourſe to you, both as 


TY LY 


reaſons. My deſign being to enquire, 
without Prejudice or affection, into the 
part Great Briraig has acted ſince this 
maritime 


ES 1 

maritime war began, ſuch an enquiry is 
moſt properly inſcribed to a body of tra- 
ders, who are ſo nearly concerned in it's 
ſucceſs, and who have ſo conſiderable a 
ſhare as well in our foreign as domeſtic 
commerce. You are likewiſe very capa- 
ble to pronounce on the real merit of my 
undertaking; for many among you are 
men of a liberal education; of large 
and extenſive views; who have ſtudied 
and who underſtand the political ſyſtem, 
not of this iſland only, but of Europe in 
general, Add to theſe things, that. your 
reſidence in this great centre of buſineſs, 
your near and frequent opportunities of 
approaching thoſe perſons, who admini- 
ſter the public, give you a diſtinguiſhed 
rank of conſideration among your fellow- 
ſubjects. So that an appeal to you is, in 
effect, an appeal to the whole nation: and, 
as ſuch, gentlemen, this is intended. 

It is acknowledged, on all hands, that 
the preſent! ſituation of our affairs is a very 
critical one. No man therefore, can be 
an indifferent ſpectator of it, who is. not. 
at the ſame time, inſenſible to his moſt 
important intereſts, to the preſent age, and 
to poſterity. We are all embarked in one 


political 


. J 

political veſſel, where, tho the ſteerage 
may be in other hands, the cargo is ours: 
and by conſequence, while the ſtorm is 
up, our lives and fortunes, our very being 
as well as ſafety, are expoſed to the ſame 
common dangers, and muſt ſhare the 
ſame general fate. 

If this great criſis calls a pen us; 
to examine how we have been brought into 
it; whether by real faults in our manage- 
ment, or by accidents unavoidable z ſuch 
1s the excellence of our conſtitution, that 
we may enquire with the utmoſt freedom. 
This ſtill is, may it ever continue to be, 
the birth- right of Engliſhmen! But then, 
That ſuch an enquiry may be uſeful, 
it muſt be calm, diſpaſſionate, impartial. 
As to the decency to be obſerved in exa- 
mining the conduct of other men, of our 
ſuperiors more particularly; no one, WhO 
poſſeſſes and who is conſcious he deſerves 

the character of an honeſt man, will break 
through that boundary, which both rea- 
ſon and ſelf- regard have eftabliſhed.. Pub- 
lic order, private ſecurity, all the relati- 
ons we ſtand in to one another, require 
that this fence ſhould be preſerved ſa- 
cred | and inviolate, From writers of a 


— differ- 


different caniptexioh, no man of ſenſe 
[ - can expect, and no man of honour would 
deſire any thing elſe but ſeurrility and 
flarider, Every. knave, as well as every 
fool, is a leveller. Let not our own 
paſſions, much leſs the paſſions of ſuch 
incendiaries (who write letters to the pub- 
lic, in the ſame view their leſs crimi- 
nal brothers do to private men — that 
| they may eat) inflame and miſſead us. 
| Let us not adopt that ſiniſter zeal for the 
| common welfare, Which ſometimes verits 
itſelf in vague, but furious declamations; 
ſometimes in a malignant joy at public, tho 
inevitable misfortunes; and is ever dealing 
forth half truths, diminiſhed or exaggera- 
ted, as may beſt ſerve the preſent purpoſe 
of malice, or levity, or revenge, or of all 
F together. Theſe volunteers in ſcandal, 
theſe little Drawcanfirs, who are ever rail- 
ing ut their betters, only becauſe they date 
do it, were never more numerous in any 
age or country. They ſwarm by thou- 
funds in this great city: they infeſt every 
place of common reſort, from the choco- 
late bouſe to the night cellar; and hav- 
ing no buſineſs of their own, are conſtant- 
Nr n that * 0 ſtate. * 
w A A — 21 
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feen ſome of them reduced to ſpell the very 
names of thoſe perſons, they were before- 
hand xeſolved to abuſe. Others, of more 
erudition, are daily pouring themſelves 
out in lampoons, epigrams, advertiſe- 
ments, - edicts. Never were the powers of 
dullneſs in greater or more univerſal com- 
motion. (Grub-ſtrect has not only ſent 
abroad her own aboriginal poets and hawk- 
ers; but has likewiſe prafied into her ſer- 
vice, as aſſiſtant draughtſmen, card-en- 
gravers, and gallows-makers, perſons of 
another importance; who, tho' they have 
been humble enough, on this occaſion, to 
wear her genuine livery, would yet think 
themſelves injured in being ſuppoſed to 
aſſiſt her for hire or reward. Be then 
their decent and well- meant ingenuity it's 
own recompence; and the true motives 
that inſpire it, their peculiar diſtinction 
To be more ſerious. The. productions, as 
ſuch, of theſe men could not, it is allow- 
ed, merit even this ſhort animadverſion; 
did not the obvious tendency of them all, 
render it, in ſome ſort, neceſſary. What 
that tendency 1s, every man amongſt us, 
who is not the avowed enemy of all gcod 
diſcipline, of all political ſubordination, 
acknowledges and laments, _- 


A 4 Ag 
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As to myſelf, gentlemen, I dare avov- 
the honeſt ambition of differing totally 
from all ſuch authors, in the ſcope and 
aim of this letter.—For my talent as a 
writer, every ſcribbler may place me in 
reputation, if he pleaſes, immediately be- 
low his fellow-dunce ; that is, immedi- 
ately below nothing ; an ingenious device, 
which I have often known practiſed by 
the fraternity. But it ſhall not be in their 
power to prove me guilty of what 1s alone 
material for your conſideration ; I mean, 
of intentionally aſſerting falſe facts, and 
of wiltully miſrepreſenting! true ones. 

I intend neither panegyric nor abuſe ; 
and I have no cauſe to ſerve, but that of 
truth, and of my country. If, therefore, 
in the courſe of this addreſs, T any where 
impoſe upon you; Thave been firſt, un- 
knowingly, impoſed upon myſelf. Be aſ- 
ſured, however, that nothing in my power, 
has been left undone, to avoid this miſ- 
fortune ; and that, on the contrary, 1 
have exerted my beſt endeavours to pro- 
cure every light, every information, which 
a private man could, by the moſt delibe- 
rate - reſearch, arrive at the knowledge 
of: and the reſult of this enquiry ſhall. 

| dane, 


19 1 

be, fairly, produced to you. When you 
have examined with attention the facts 
I relate, and have coolly weighed their im- 
portance ; you will then, gentlemen, de- 
termine equitably on the evidence before 
you: and the people of England will af- 
firm your verdict. 

But, before I enter upon this taſk, give 
me leave to take ſome little notice of a 
pamphlet, which has been juſt now put 
into my hands; and which, I am told, 
has met with attention from the public, 
on account, I 1 imagine, of the facts it is 
ſuppoſed to contain; for ſurely if I, who 
am no author, may venture to pronounce 
on the ſtile and manner of writing, both 
are below criticiſm. 

The charge opens an the miniſtry, 
or rather againſt truth and matter of fact, 
with the following narrative, which you 
| ſhall have in his own words; as no other 
can be ſo fit to convey his meaning, and 
 ſhew him in the true colours of a li- 
133 
. © In the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 

e dred and forty nine, or fifty, ſome Ame- 
. .*, rican- traders, ſubjects of the king 
* of Great Britain, travelled to the bor- 


« ders 


10 ] 
& ders of the Ohio, to traffick with the 

« natives of thoſe parts: this being 
1 « known to the Canadian French, meſſen- 
« pers were diſpatched to acquaint them, 
« that, unleſs they withdrew from their 
| « maſter's territories, their effects would 
| « be confiſcated, and themſelves carried 
| * to priſon at Quebec. This meſſage the 
| e traders thought fit to obey, and with- 
« drew in conſequence of it. 

«© The fueceeding ſeaſon, another com 
« pany-of Britiſh ſubjects came to trade 
on the Ohio: and not withdrawing on 
'« a like meſſage with the former, their 
goods were confiſcated, and themſelves 
« carried priſoners to Quebec, from whence 
e they were brought to Rochelle in France, 
ND STILL DETAINED IN PRISON, Not 
* conſcious of having violated the laws 
of nations, or traded on any ground, 3 
0 to which the king of Great Britain had 3 
not an undoubted right, they remon- | 
« 'flrated to the Britiſh miniſtry, inſed 
de upon being claimed as Britiſh ſubjects, 
and honourably diſcharged from priſon, 
« as perfons unoffending the laws of na- 
« tions ; nay, they entertained the bonor- 
* able hopes of Engl: . that the mini- 


«RP 


[11 ] 

& fry of England would not ceaſe to . 
« mand an indenmification for the loſs of 
„ that merchandize, Which had been un- 
t juſtly taken from them; and reparati- 
te on for the inſult and long impriſon- 
<« ment of their perfons : expectations be- 
* coming men, Who 016 their liber- 
i ties, properties, and nation's honour : 


&« in this they were uecelved, the true ſpirit 


40 an 'Engli fb miniſter ub longer dwelt 
e amoright \us. The ambaſſadlor at Paris, 
« [inſtead of demunding theſe ſubjects of bis 
ic naſter, ds men wmuſtly beld in priſon, 
« aud reparation for the wrongs they had re- 
« cei ved, was ordered by the miniſtry to 


elicit, as 1 fauour from 'the court f 


«France, the diſcharge of them only, achnow- 
* 'Jedging their fonte. 

Thus he 'relates, and circumſtantiates, 
the fact: and here 1 beg leave to remark, 
that when the circumſtances, on which 
alone a charge is founded, are abſolutely 
Falſe, all reflections upon them muſt be 
utterly abfurd and ipctiniet. But when 
thoſe reflections, aimed tod at perſons « of 


the higheſt rank, of 'the greateſt 'emi- 


*Hience in this nation, are delivered in a 
ile of the moſt Antlecent and. furious 


ruling; 


EN 

railing; what name, gentlemen, ſhall 
we beltow on their author ? Or what ſhall 
be ſaid in reply to them? No more, I 
think, than what Beralde, in the Malade 
Imaginaire of Moliere, anſwers to the 
apothecary. Allez, Monſieur ; on voit 
bien que vous n'avez pas accoutume de 
parler à des viſages. Here however they 
ſollow, in his own words ſtill: 

« Were not your ſovereign's rights and 
« your own privileges , /hamefully given 
« up? Were not the lands on the Ohio 
e confeſſed to belong to France? Were not 
« the French juſtified in impriſoning your 
« fellow-ſubjefts, and confiſcating their 
effects, by this tame behaviour of the 
« Britiſh miniſter ?“ He reſumes the ſame 
ſubject, page 8, and aſſerts, That the 
« miniſter's rimidl beſceching as a favour, 
« what he had a right to demand as juſ- 
« tice from the French, has given that 
« nation a better foundation to the claim 
« of the Ohio.” In about fifteen lines 
lower, he aſſerts again, That the fimi- 
« dity of the miniſter gave the French no 
bs — Beek at all. But he has not yet 
done with this favourite topic. He goes 
on to * « If it be aſked, whence it 


6c comes 


to the point : FX 


E 1 

« comes to paſs that this behaviour of the 
« Britiſh miniſter has never been mention- 
« ed in the French memorials, relative to 
< the diſputes. in America'? It may be an- 
« ſwered, it truth, that they reſerve it 
* only between the Britiſh miniſter and 
« themſelves ; leſt a public declaration of this 
e affair might remove him from the admi- 
75 niſiration, and the French monarch loſe 
e an ally of greater conſequence to his 
ſacceſs, than any potentate in Europe!” 
Here then we join iſſue: and let his cre- 
dit with the public for veracity and can- 
dor, in 0 elſe he aſſerts through his 
libel, be determined by the truth or falſe- 
hood of the fact before us. This demand, 


gentlemen, is fair and equitable : you ſee 


ce 


he affirms it in the moſt undoubting terms, 


and remarks upon it in à language that 
not even certainty itſelf could warrant. But 


: 


On a motion made to the peers, the 


twentieth of February, one thouſand ſe- 


ven hundred and fifty ſix, certain papers 
and letters concerning the encroachments 
of the French on his majeſty's ſubjects in 
North America, were laid before the houſe. 
As their authenticity is incontrovertible, I 


have 


f 24 } 
have only the caſy taſk of copying them 
faithfully for your full ſatisfaction, | 


ExtraGt of a letter from the earl of Al- 
bdbemarle, to the cart of Holderneſſe; 


» 


P aris, 19th Febru- 
WY, 1. March, 


Ius. 


I mnt acquaint your lordſhip, that, 
ein the month of November I received 2 
« letter from three perſons, ſigning them- 
« ſelves, John Patton, Luke Erwin, and 
« Thomas Bourke; repreſenting to me 
« that they were Engliſh-men, who ha 
been brought to Rochelle, and put into 
« priſon. there, from whence they wrote : 
« having-been taken by the French ſub- 


« jects, Who ſeized their effects, as they 
were trading with the Engliſh and other 
Indians on the river Ohio, and carried 
« them priſoners to Quebec; from whence 
« they have been ſent over to Rochelle, 
* where they are hardly uſed. Upon this 


« information I applied to Mr. St. Con- 
_ teſt, and gave him a note of it, CLAIM- 
« ING THEM, as the KINGS SUBJECTS, 


and PEMANDING their liberty, and the 
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© RESTITUTION of their effects that had 
« been »njaftly taken from them. 

« Theſe three perſons, I find by the paper 

c yourlordſhip has ſent me, are of the num- 
ber of thoſe demanded of the French by 
« Mr. Clinton, and named in Mr. de la 

« Jonquiere's letter, I have wrote to a 
<« merchant at Rochelle to enquire after 
them, and to ſupply them with money 
to make their journey hither, if they are 
<« not gone; that I may receiye from them 
all the informations neceſſary. On my 
*« ſeeing Mr. St. Conteſt, next Tueſday, Iwill 
*© repreſent the caſe to him, in obedience 
4 to his majeſty's. commangs, that la Jon- 
quiere may have poſitive orders, to deſiſt 
: from the unjuſtifiable proceedings com- 
d of; to releaſe any of his majer 
« ſty's ſubjects he may ſtill detain in pri- 
e ſon, and make ample reſt eſtitution of thei 
* efects. And 1 ſhall take care to ſhew 
him the abſolute neceſſity. of ſending in- 
Hructiaus to their ſeveral governors, not 


« © to attempt any ſuch eneroachments for the 
c future,” 


(:- $04} 


Extract of a letter from the carl of Al- 
bemarle to the carl or” Holderneſſe; 
ee ne 
| I am now to acquaint your lordſhip, 
0 ee that I faw Monſieur Rouillé yeſterday; ; 
e and that having drawn up a note of the 
| « ' ſeveral complaints 1 had received orders to 
make of la ſonquiere s conduct, I delivered 
« it to him, and told him, in general, 
« the contents of it; inſſting on the neceſ- 
bo ſity, for preſerving the good underſtand- 
ing betwixt his majeſty and the moſt 
« chriſtian king, of ſending ſuch poſitive or- 
. dier to all their governors,” as might / 
« feftually prevent, for the future, any ſuch 
* encroachments on his majeſty's fer- 
c 7jtories, and committing ſuch biolences on 
© his ſubjects, as had been done al the 
* paſt. | 
I added to my habelthelings dir 1 
'& © hoped they would be taken into conſidera- 
*« tion quickly ; that he might be able to 
e give me an anſwer next week, or as ſoon 
« afterwards as he poſſibly could. This 
« miniſter told me, he would uſe his beſt 
e endeavours for that purpoſe; aſſured me 
* it was the intention of his court to pre- 
6 " vent 


EF 4 -- 
n vent any difputes ariſing, that might 
tt tend to — the preſent correſpondence 
it between the two nations; and that I 
« might depend upon ſuch orders being 
« ſent to their governors accordingly, 
Of the three men, I mentioned to your 
« lordſhip in my letter of laſt week, that 
« had been brought priſoners from Canada 
« to Rochelle, whom I ſent for to come to 
© Paris, Two of them are arRiveD, and 
« the THIRD is GoNE to London, I will 
« take ſuch informations-from them as 
«© may be neceſſary for my own inſtructi- 
te on, to ſupport their receiving ſuti faction 
« for the injuries that have been done 
cc them,” , = 


Tranſlation of part of the memorial de- 
livered by lord Albemarle to Mr. 
Rouille, on the 7th March, 1752. 


* As to the fort which the French kave 
undertaken to build on the river Niagara, 
and as to the ſix Engliſhmen who have 
been made prifoners ; lord Albemarle 1 is 


ordered 


S à la ſortreſſe que les F rangois ont enterpris 
de con ſur la riviere Oniagara, et aux fix An- 


klois qui ont <Et6 arretes, A Albemarle et char- 
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men at liberty, and to male them ample ſa- 


the truth of this tranſaction; which the 
pampbleteer aſſures you was little known, 


till he explained, that is, till he falſified it 


raſer immediatement la fortreſſe dont il eſt queſtion, et 


( 38 3 
ordered by his court to demand, that the me/? 
expreſs orders be ſent to Mr. de la Jon- 
quiere, 70 deſiſt from ſuch unjuſt proceedings, 
and in particular to cauſe the fort above men- 
tioned, to be immediately razed; and the 
French and others in their alliance, who 
may happen to be there, to retire forth- 
with: as likewiſe to t the ſix Engliſh- 


ligſaction for the wrongs and loſſes they 
have ſuffered; and laſtly, that the perſons 
who have committed theſe exceſſes, be pu- 
niſned in ſuch a manner as may ſerve for 
an example to thoſe, who might hereafter 
venture on any like attempft. 


. 
£ 


I have now, gentlemen, let you into 


ge par ſa cour de demander, que des orders les plus ex- 
pres ſoient envoyes a Mr. de la Jonquiere de ſe deſiſter 
des procedẽs auſſi injuſtes ; et patticulierement de faire 


de faire retirer les Frangois, ou autres peuples, leur al- 
lies, qui, s'y trouveroient: comme auth de faire rendre 
aux fix Anglois et leur liberte et une ample reparation 
des torts et des pertes qu' on leur a fait ſouffrir. Et en- 
fin, que les perſonnes qui ont commis ces excgs ſoient 
punis d'une maniere à ſervir d' example à ceux qui au- 
-roient onvie à Vavenir de faire une pareille tentative. 


in 
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19 J 
in every particular but one, and that th, 
thing at all to the purpoſe of calumny. 
this ” heh the advocate of the people of 


England? Is it thus he informs out judg- 


ments firſt; to ſet our paſſions afterwards 

on the be of, euch and public ſpirit? 
| LILLIE 

Non tall auxilio, nec dfenforibus tho 

Tempus er. e * 


I Hef 


1 had intended to #6 \ this writer here 
but, on looking into the very 1 next page o 


his pamphlet; I find that the ſecond $4 
he aſſerts is ſtated as falſely and igno- 


rantly as this, which J have ſeen ſo 
unanſwerably confuted. It is concerning 
the Ohio company. To paſs over the 


miſerable puerilities of the French king 

and Scylla, of a quaker and Charybdis 
with which he aims at enlivening his tale, 
I will ſtate the fact ſhortly and truly: by 
which you will find, gentlemen, that he 


had not the ſmalleſt knowledge of tlie af- 


fair he was writing about; that he is ut- 
terly unacquainted with the nature and 
forms of buſineſs; and that no blame, in 
this matter, can be poſſibly imputed to 
the ' miniſter, whom he has abuſed with 


5 e 


F 20 J 
ſuch. a - profuſion of low and illiberal ma- 
lice ; nor to any other pevlon. in the ad- 
miniſtration. . 


In the year 1747, Sir William danch 
lieutenant-governor of Virginia, ac- 


quainted the board of trade, that he had 
been lately much ſolicited by ſeveral per- 


ſons in partnerſhip, for grants of lands 
lying on the weſtern-ſide of the great 
mountains; and begged of their lord- 
ſhips to be informed of the royal plea- 
ſure on that head. Hereupom his ma- 
jeſty, by order in council, Was. pleaſed: to 
refer it to the: board of trade with di- 
rections to conſider, whether it might be 
for his ſervice, and the advantage of the 
colony, to empower the Heutenantgo- 
vernor to make ſuch 
1748 the board of trade made their re- 
port; and gave it as their opinion, That 
the ſettlement of the country lying to tlro 


weſtward of the great mountains in the 
colony of Virginia, will be for his ma- 


jeſty's intereſt, ant the advantage and ſe- 


curity of that and the neighbouring pro- 


vinces; in as much as the Britiſh ſubjets 
will be thereby enabled to cultivate a 


friendſhip, and carry on a more extenſive 


commerce. 


grants of lands. In 


Fa 
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7. 
commerce with the nations of Indians in- 
habiting thoſe parts: and ſuch ſettlements 
may likewiſe be a proper ſtep towards diſ- 
appointing the views, and checking the 
encroachments of the French; as it will 
interrupt part of the communication by 


lodgments on the great lakes to the river 


Miſſiſſippfi. Their lordſhips therefore 
were of opinion, that all due encourage- 


ment ought to be given to the extending 


the Britiſh ſettlements beyond the great 
mountains; and ſubmit, whether it may 
not be adviſable to empower the lieute- 
nant-goyernor to make the grants deſired, 
upon condition——That four years be al- 
lowed them to ſurvey, and pay rights for 
the lands, upon the return of the plans to 
the ſecretary's office; and that a fort be 
built, and a garriſon placed, at the ex- 
pence of the grantees. 


_ This report having been ** u con- 


e by the lords of the committee 
of council, they agreed in opinion with 
the board of trade; and directed that 
board to prepare a draught of an in- 
{traction to the lieutenant-governor con- 


formable to their report; which was 


B 3 accordingly 


| a } 
accordingly done, and laid ne * 
council. | 1 
In the mean time, a N was pre- 
| ſented to the king by Mr. Hanbury, in be- 
1 half of himſelf, and ſeveral others, for 
> ſettling the countries upon the Ohio; pray- 
i ing that his majeſty would be pleaſed to 
| encourage the undertaking, by directing 
F the governor of Virginia to grant them a 
2 certain tract of ground; on condition, 
i among others, of their ſeating; a certain 
1 number of families upon the land, and 
| erecting a fort, and, maintaining a garri- 
ſon, for the Protection of the ſettle- 
ment. 
This pelition bring kae to the board BY 
of trade, it appeared to them, that the 
former application was part of the pre- 
ſent propolal, and made by the ſame per- 
ſons; and that it might be for his ma- 
Jjeſty's ſervice to comply with it. Ac- 
cordingly the draught of an inſtruction 
was approved in council, and tranſmitted 
to the lieutenant-governor. 

The preſident of the council of Virgi- 
nia, in a letter to the board of trade in 
1749, after letting forth the difficulties the 

Ohio company laboured under from the 
| fickleneſs 
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fickleneſs of the Indians, the claims of the 
Penſylvanians with reſpect to limits, the 
expence of erecting and garriſoning a fort, 
&c. begs for ſome further indulgences; and 
ſhews, that the French claim to the Miſſiſ- 
ſippi is not juſt, as being contrary to the 
original grant of Charles I. to Sir Robert 
Heath, which was followed by a ſettle- 
ment of the Engliſh long before the 
French had been in thoſe parts. 

It does not appear that any further ap- 
plication was made by the Ohio company 
with reſpect to their grant till 1754; when 
they preſented a petition to his majeſty, 
reciting the former tranſactions, and their 
proceedings ſince his majeſty's inſtructions 
relative to their grants; and ſetting forth 
the difficulties they had met with; and, 
among others, that the late governor and 
council had made out large grants to pri- 
vate perſons, to the amount of near 
1, 400, ooo acres; which lands not being 
properly deſcribed and limited, might have 
interfered with the lands diſcovered and 
choſen by the company : they therefore 
pray, that, upon conditions ſpecified in 
the petition, their bounds may be fixed 
by certain rivers, &c. which they name. 

B 4 A But 
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But it appeanng to the board of trade, 
that the limits mentioned in the petition 
would include too great a. quantity of 
land, their lordſhips were of opinion, that 
it ſhould not be complied with ; and they 
propoſed ſome inſtructions to the gover- 
nor relative to this affair in their report. 
But this report ftill remains under the conſi- 
deration of the council ; and no order at all 
bas been made on it to this day. 

I now deſcend at once into the ſubject 
of this letter, by obſerving that it were an 
abſolute waſte of your time, to ſhew.you 
either the juſtice or the neceſſity of the pre- 
{ent war, on our part. It is freſh in every 
man's remembrance, that the whole body 
of our people, the commercial part more e- 
ſpecially, were unanimous and even clamo- 
rous for it; as a war to be made in ſup- 
port of our own, intereſts ſolely, without 
any bias towards thoſe of ungrateful or in- 
dolent allies. The current of parliament 


too ran violently the ſame way: and the 


adminiſtration would have been looked up- 


on as enemies to their country, had they 
oppoſed or even retarded this favorite mea- 

ſure. They did neither. They ſeized the 

firſt juſtifable occaſion of beginning it; 
N 
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and they ſupported what was thus begun, 
with all the alacrity of preparation, and 
all the vigor of execution. Let the facts, 


for thoſe alone are evidence, prove this 
aſſertion, in detail. 


In the beginning of January 1755, the 
duke of Mirepoix returned to England, 
with the greateſt profeſſions of the ſincere 
deſire of his court, to adjuſt, finally and 

expeditiouſly, all diſputes ſubſiſting in Ame- 
rica between the two crowns. It was, 
therefore, with the utmoſt ſurprize, that 
our ſovereign received, at this very time, 
undoubted intelligence of the French hav- 
ing actually diſpatched orders to Breſt and 
Rochfort for arming a conſiderable fleet; 
without any communication made by the 
court of : Verſailles, or their eng 
to his majeſty, of it's object or deſtina- 
tion. This myſterious and extraordinary 
ſtep, on the part of France, could not fail 
to be attended with a general alarm here; 
and made it indiſpenſably neceſſary for the 
king to cauſe ſuch a number of ſhips 
of war to be equipped, as might og 
any attempts of France, and protect, 
the ſame time, the Britiſh rights and Fay 
Minions, This was done, The utmoſt 
efforts 


f 
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efforts were exerted, | and with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that before the end of April, our fleet was _ 
ready to, put to ſea. It actually failed too «6 
the twenty- ſecond of that month, under 
the command of vice-admiral Boſcawen. 


Ls The ſtrength of his ſquadron was as fol- 
|: lows. 5 


| _ Guns, 

„ Of 74 27 1 
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May the ꝗth, , ſent with diſpatches 
Re 7 nk 140 


We had at the ſame time, without leav- 
ing our coaſts unguarded or expoſed, a 
remforcement in readineſs to follow the 

vice-admiral ; as it in fact did, upon the 
earlic intelligence of the French fleet be- 
ing failed from Breſt. 

May the 11th, failed with rear- admiral 
Wa 
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This was about eight days after Mon- 
ſieur de Macnamara ſailed, with eighteen 
ſhips of the line and eight frigates, Which 
had been fitted out at Breſt and Rochfort. 

Vou all know, that Monſieur de Mac- 
namara, after being out at ſea ſome days, 
returned with ſix ſhips of the line and three 
frigates. So that ſeventeen proceeded to 
North America; whereof, three of the 
line and three frigates were armes en 

guerre : ten were only armes en flute, as 


they term it; that is, they had no other 
than their upper-deck guns, and ſerved as 


tranſports to carry their troops. The ſeven- 
teenth was to be uſed as an hoſpital ſhip. 


As the Britiſh ſquadron failed ten days 
before the French, it was improbable that 
they ſhould meet on the European ſeas ; but 
they ſaw, and fell in with each other, more 
than once, on the coaſt of North-America. 

Before we mention what happened there, 
I beg to be indulged in making one 
7336 3 or 
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or two remarks, which the ſubject we are 
upon naturally ſuggeſts. Every child in 
politics knows. — that, after receiving orders 
as to the nature of the ſervice he is to be 
employed 1 in, and as to hig general deſtina- 
tion, the commanding officer, in all very 
diſtant expeditions, 18, and muſt be in- 
truſted: with a diſcretionary power; firſt, 
to chuſe ſuch particular ſtations, as may 
be moſt proper to effect the buſineſs in- 
tended; and to vary them afterwards, ac- 
cording as different exigencies ariſe, or as 
the earlieſt intelligence he can obtain may 
render it adviſeable, Now, that ſuch was 
the general purport and tenor of the orders 


given to every admiral, for every ſervice, 


ſince the commencement of this war; and 


that there was nothing, in their moſt ſe⸗ 


eret inſtructions, contradictory to what is 
here advanced, may be affirmed, with the 
ſevereſt regard to truth. But you muſt be 
ſenſible, that, to lay before the public, 
inſtructions of ſuch a nature, even were it 
in my power to do ſo, is a ſtep of too deli- 
cate a nature for any private man to take. 
However juſt they may be in themſelves, 
however warranted by "the laws of reaſon 
and ſelf-defence ; the war, that occaſioned 

them, 


| bag 1 
them, is ſtill carrying on. To, men of 
ſenſe and honor no more needs be ſaid 
on this head, at preſent: and, were 1 
enabled to lay before readers of a different 
character, all that truth would warrant 
me in ſaying, but that prudence forbids, 
it would avail nothing. You are already 
e that cavil and abuſe, not in- 


| ufd. 


, 


My ſecond 2 is, that, e i an 
adminiſtration makes uſe of means duly 
proportioned to the end propoſed, and chu- 
ſes for obtaining ſuch end men of acknow- 


ledged abilities in their profeſſion, fully in- 
ſtructed and em 


powered to act, they have 
done their duty: and, however unfortunate 
the iſſue may be, they ſtand acquitted of all 
demerit tothe public. No miniſter was ever 
| ſuppoſed to be the maſter of events: and 
the ſea—(is it neceſſary I ſhould make fo 
trite an obſervation, gentlemen?) — con- 
tinues the moſt inconſtant of all the ele- 
ments. If our vice-admiral could not 
intercept the whole French flect, either in 
at's paſſage to North America or in it's re- 
turn to Europe; is the Atlantic no wider 

| than 
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than the channel between Dover and Calais? 


Are there no ſtorms to vex, no dark nights, 


no exceſſive and continuing fogs to obs 


ſeure that immenſe ocean? and to rendet 
the taking, or even ſeeing an enemy's ſhips, 
impoſſible? But they did not all eſcape his 
vigilance. Both ſquadr ons faw and fell in 


with each other more than once on the 
American coaſt; tho the fogs, ſo frequent 

and thick in that latitude, ſeparated them 
before they could come near 'enongh” to 


engage. One part however he came up 
with, and took two ſhips; the Alcide and- 


the Lys, of 64 guns each, 'the latter hav- 
ing on board four companies of the 
-queen's regiment, four of the regiment 
of Languedoc; and, divided betwixt both, 


about ſeven thouſand ſix hundred pounds 


ſterling, for the payment of the troops. 


Mr. Boſcawen was joined on the 2 1ſt 


of June by rear-admiral Holburne. The 
fame day he advanced within a mile of 
Louiſbourg harbour, and ſeeing there 
four large ſhips and two frigates, he 
knew that Monſieur du Perrier had out- 
failed him and was ſafe in port. He then 


proceeded to his rendezvous, being the 


| beſt adapted for preventing the ſquadron 
under Monſteur de la Motte from getting 


into 


. 
into the Gulph' of St. Lawrence ; though 


this too, under cover of fogs and by hard 
gales of wind, had the good fortune to 


arrive at the place of its deſtination. The 
ſhips, under Mr. Boſcawen's command, 


becoming now very ſickly, he went to Ha- 


lifax, there to ſend on ſhore and refreſh 
the ſailors that were no longer fit for ſer- 
vice: and he left rear-admiral Holburne 
with five or ſix ſhips cruizing off Louiſ- 


bourg. But the ſame diſtempers began 


to diſcover themſelves, And to ſpread 


amongſt this part of our fleet likewiſe ; 


Mr. Holburne bürying no leſs than tw 
hundred men out of his own ſhip: joy 


in the whole ſquadron, we loſt upwards 


of two thouſand: This was owing to 


the ſeverity of the weather at their firſt 


coming upon the coaſt, and to the per- 


nicious humidity of the fogs, which com- 
monly inflames and renders mortal the 


fever attending ſeamen, at the firſt fitting 


out of a fleet. 


That part of the French ſquadron, 
with had gone to Quebec, eſcaped back 
to Europe in the month of September, 


through the Streight of Belliſle. By this 
ſtreight is to be underſtood the channel, 
| which ſeparates Newfoundland from 'the 


continent 
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continent of America, running north-weſt 
and ſouth-weſt; an unfrequented and very 
hazardous navigation, which had never be- 
fore been attempted by any fleet or ſquadron 
of ſhips. Whilſt Mr. Holburne continued 
cruizing before Louiſbourg, the - ſtrong 
gales of wind at the fall of the year, 
often drove him many leagues to 05 
ward, which gave the French an oppor 
tunity of coming out as they d. On 
the twentieth of September he came up 
with three of their ſhips, one of which 


ſeparated from the reſt, and was chaced, 
tho ſhe could not be overtaken, by the 


Centurion and Litchfield. The Edinburgh, 


Dunkirk and Norwich purſued the other 


two, and the Dunkirk came near them, 


but directly. to windward ; ſo that, as 
there was no proſpect of alliſtance from 
the reſt, ſhe was called off by the admi- 


ral. The other ſhip that had been left 
at Louiſbourg, I mean the Eſperance of 
ſeventy- four guns, was taken in her re- 
turn to Breſt by ſome of thoſe under the 
command of rear-admiral Weſt. 

This, gentlemen, is a plain deduction 
of facts, naked of all ornament and ar- 
tifice. On one hand, nothing has been 
kept back from your view, by being 


thrown 


theo inte · hades: nothing. on the other 
has been breught forwards, to be {ct in 3 
light tod ſtrong or tog advantageous, 
Though theſe two, vitious extremes, the 

laſt, as things are at preſent circumſtance 
fault: for I ſhould.rank myſelf among the 
wofſt of mankind, as nat deſerving the 
common ſhenefits of air: and water, much 
lels the prAwileges of a free, Briton, if from 
ſo fat, as toi unſettle the affections of my 
fellow - ſuhiects, by ſpreading lies of men, 
merely hecauſe they are miniſters; or to 
inflame the calamities of my country, 
merely. to ſhew my talent in ridicule, and 
ribaldty . Hic niger eſt: andthe people of 
England y uld have more reaſon to be on 
Vritex, than againſt the müſcreant who 
had betrayed his friend, or attempted the 
life of his father. But let us now proceed 
to enquire; What was doing in the mean 
while nearer home — . 
Our object, as you have ſeen, was the 
inter cepting of the French a fleet. The 
ſame plan, which had ſucceeded fo well in 
the laſt war, e in this; the ** 
| n 
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then, were employed now ; but the iſſue 
was ſtill uncertain, and in the hands of 
providence alone. That the adminiſtra- 
tion, therefore, during thoſe five or. ſix 
months of uncertainty, might leave no- 
thing undone on their part, it was reſolved 
to ſtop all French ſhips homeward ot 
outward bound, and bring them into our 
ports: And thus, if the expedition to A+ 
merica ſhould not fully anſwer our expec- 
tations, we ſhould yet have in our hands 
the greateſt number poſſible of their veſlels 
and failors, who would, otherwiſe, moſt 
undoubtedly be employed againſt us. May 
I for once aſſume the tone ſo common to 
the rabble of our politicians, and aſſert po- 
ſitively, that our ſafety, at that very ha- 
Zardous conjuncture, was owing ſolely to 
this meaſure? Inſtead of this, I will 
only beg leave to remark, that had the 
Yhree hundred fhips and eight thouſand fea- 
nien, taken by us before Chriſtmas, arrived 
ſafe in France, they might have tranſport- 
<4 hither ſo formidable a force, and in ſo 
ſhort a time, that thoſe, who have ſince 
pretended to ridicule the attempt, would 
habe been, at that moment, the firſt te 
*remble at. 


But 
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But the damage we have occaſioned to 


their commerce, by purſuing this meaſure, 
deſerves. a particular conſideration; It 
cannot be denied, that, while our own 
trade never was better nor more generally 
protected, in any period during a war; 
the trade of our enemies never ſuffered 
more, at the ſame time. The conſequence 
of which has been, that the advanced price 
of inſurance upon merchant-ſhips ſince the 
commencement. of the preſent war is very 
inconſiderable on our part; and that the 
French. are under a neceſſity of inſuring 
theirs, the outward bound at 30 to 35 per 
cent. and the homeward bound at 40 to 55 
per cent.—a load ſo unequal and ruinous, 
that the moſt flouriſhing commerce muſt 
ſink under it ſoon, perhaps irrecoverably. 
This their merchants foretold; and it is the 
true ſource of that averſion from the war, 
and of thoſe uneaſy murmurings which have 
ſpread themſelves from the moſt remote 
provinces to the capital, from the very 
peaſants to the firſt parliament of their 
monarchy.— But let us intermit for a while 
ſuch remarks as theſe, however true and 
pertinent; as this ſeems a proper place, 
gentlemen, to ſet before you, in one view, 

an abſtract of all the fquadrons ſent out 
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By the adtpiralty, for this and -other in- 


le fervices, from che Month of 
April 17 57 to the begintung of the Tame 
month 17 56 inclufively. You have alrea- 
ay been told chat vice- admiral Boſcawen 
ſailed for North America, or the 224 öf 
April 17 57. with the following thips, vis. 
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On che zath of July-17557 failed-@ith 
Sir Edward Hawke; to „ 351" nag 
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18 Two of theſe foltowed him 
the beginning of Auguſt. 
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Sailed at the ſame time to cruiz to the 
weſtward, [ 
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And a few days afterwards, 
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On the 29th September "Ow Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke returned into port with a 
of his ſquadron. Some came in about te 
days before, and two or three of them 
"few days afterwards. L as 55 
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him, was as follows, 


1 


Þ On the 14th of October 1755, vice- 


edmiral Byng failed from St. Helen's to 
cruize to the weſtward. His ſquadron, 
mcluding ſuch ſhips as were ſent out after 


Guns. 
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70 11 
66 I > 22 
64 1 
60 5 
9 
8 
8 £3 
Sloops 2 


About the middle of Novembier 1755. 
vice-admiral Boſcawen returned to Eng- 
land, with thirteen ſail of the line, and 
two frigates. 

On the 2ad of the ſame month, vice- ad- 
mural Byng returned to Spithead; and moſt 
of his ſquadron entered into port about 
_ the ſame time. One of the 70 gun ſhips 
came in the 4th of November; one did 
not return till the gth of December; and 


two etmtinued out four days after' that. 


15 


On 


4 39 F 
on the zoth of January 1750, vice- 
admiral Oſborn failed to' cruize to the 
— with the n ſhips. 
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on the 16th Pebtubey, he returned with 
them to Spithead. | 

On the 12th March 17 50, Sir Edward 
Hawke failed to cruize to the weſtward 
from St. Helen's, with part of the fol- 
lowing ſhips, and was a by the others 
off Plymouth. 
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on the 6th April 17 56, admiral Byng 
ſailed for the Mediterranean from St. He- 
len's, with the following ſhips: 
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a | Having thus laid a0 you, Which any 

1 man may verify even from the common 

: neus papers, a Iſt of the ſhips cxaployed, 

a at different times, and in different ſer- 
1 vices, during the laſt year and the be- 


ginning of this; it may not be unneceſſary 
here to take ſome notice of the cruize 
made by our weſtern ſquadron; 48 
much licentious invective hath been throyn 
out at random on that topic, by thoſe who 
of all men knew leaſt what wy Were) to 
condemn or approve. { 

The defign in ſenfling out thts ſqua- 
dron, was not only to endeavour the in- 
tercepting of Du Guay's\# but thoſe like- . 
wiſe of La Motte and Salvert, in caſe they 
ſhould eſcape our fleet in North America. 
Du Guay: having gone to Liſben.. and Ca- 
die, where he waſted muth time, rendered 
the conjecture extremel Probable that he 
as to Join thoſe other fquadrons, in their 


return, 


[#1 
Furr, at ſome fixed ms and by 
Gt means ſacure their ſafe entry into 
the" ports of France. It was therefore 
judged prudent to "ſend out a ſquadron 
Kifficient to intercept them in caſe of their 
Junction : und it Was left to the diſcre- 
tion of the admiral to keep in ſuch ſtation 
as would moſt effectually prevent their get- 
ting into harbour; unleſs, from any intel» 
ligence he might receive, he ſhould find it 
neceſſary to proceed to the ſouthward, as 
a more probable ſtation to meet them. 
But Du Guay, on coming back, kept out in 
8 ocean, much to the weſtward of 
Fimiſterre, till he came into the lati- 
of Breſt. There he continued cruiz- 
ing till the wind was fair, and gave him 
an opportunity of running down the la- 
titude directly into port; by which he 
eſcaped the vigilance of our ſquadron, 
then croſſing the Bay of Biſcay: and the 
thips from North America returning by 
themſelves, one was taken; another of 
 greatly-ſuperior force engaged by one of 
our cruizing frigates; and a third eſcaped, 
by our ſhip. that chaſed een away 
ber N 
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Thheſe different and neceſſary ſtops on 
the part of Great Britain, produced, and 
could not fail of producing in the French 
an ardent deſire of revenge. You well re- 
member the critical ſituation of this 
country during the laſt winter. Their 
fquadrons, after only a common paſlage 
to and from America, in which by conſe- 
quence they could have ſuffered very h 
were all returned, and in harbour. Great 
bodies of their troops were drawn down, 


and fpread themnſelves along the coaſts of 


Picardy, Normandy, and Britany, threat- 
ening a deſcent either in this iſtand or 
Ireland. Of this we had repeated and 
Fure intelligence. We knew likewiſe that 
they meditated an invaſion of . Minorca 
which, by the treaty. of Utrecht, they had 
ſolemnly guarantied to England againſt all 
powers whatever. I ſay, that all this was 
early known to the government; who 
therefore were not ſo ill informed as hun- 


dreds, that do not believe What they pub- 
liſh, have dared to aſſert; nor will they 
be found ſo reproachably negligent in their 
preparations as well-meaning credulity in 
ſome, miſled by the inſidious malice of a few, 

has been unfortunately perſuaded to believe. 

But, 


[+ 43 ] 
But, were the writer of this letter actually 
poſſeſſed of all the ſeeret intelligence ne- 


ceſſary to prove what is here aſſerted, the 
expoſing of ſuch intelligence at this time 


would be premature and hazardous. It 


they pretend to inform you, afford real 
and dangerous information only to your 
enemies. Let it ſuffice, then, for the pre- 
ſent to ſay, that, 
dated the 24th of laſt December, which I 
accidentally read in the original, it ap- 
— the French were then going upon 


— ap ſquadron was to conſiſt of 
twelve ſhips of the line. Thoſe ſhips 
were, in effect, got ready in about two 
months after the intelligence came; and 
ſailed to ſupport the attack upon Mi- 
norca, e arrived the vo of 
* ae. 

Our Meditirrahenn iGnuadren, under 
admiral Byng, had put to ſea from the 
road of St. Helens *, twelve days before; 
and arrived, in three wer re Þ, off 
the ſame iſland. * 


=" 4 


* April 6th + May 19th. 


Here 


would be to copy after the pernicious ex- 
ample of ſome other writers, who, while 


by a letter from abroad, 


equipment of a ſquadron at Toulon; 
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diſabled condition. For, from the ,unſea; 
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Here doubtleſs, it will be, as it has been 
So already; aſked, why; there was not 3 
(quadron in the Mediterranean early e- 
nough to have blocked up the French fleet 
im port, or to have intercepted it in its 
pallage to Minorca: and why, for this 
moſt, nęceſſary ſervice, it did not ſail from 
hence, by the beginning of March, at the 
lateſt? It will be aſked again, Why this 
ſquadron, even when, joined with the three 
already in thoſe ſeas, was ſuperior in num: 
ber to the French fleet, by only one ſhip 
of the line? I have ſtated. the ꝗueſtions 
fairly, gentlemen; and I will e ke. 
with. the ſtricteſt regard to truth. 

Io do, this, effectually, it proper. 48 
tale a review of the ſtate, of our navy, 
during the autumn and a part of the win- 
ter, 1755. In thoſe months, thirty-one 
ſhips of the line had been employed in 
cruiz ing to the weſtward; as you may fas 
tisfy yourſelves by caſting your eyes back 
on the liſt, already laid -betore you; theſe 
had, almoſt all, returned into port, diſtreſs 

ed by ſickneſs, and otherwiſe in a very 


ſonable weather, » they had ſuffered extreme 
4 damage | 


+» 
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ter, for almoſt forty 
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damage — fails, om and rigs 
Bing. | 


75 ! | 4 V. 2 

91 Nice-admiral Boſcawen, with ther gupe 
under his command, to the number of 
thirteen of the line, did not return from 
North America, till about the middle of 
November. Among thoſe ſeveral were in 
bad condition: moſt of them had ſuffered 


greatly in their maſts, yards, rigging; as 


thewhole ſquadron was quite bare of ſtores, 


and very deſicient in their eomplements by 
death and ſtvere ilineſſes among the ſailors. 
This was the: ſhrattered ſtate of almoſt bur 
vrhole fleet at home. To this true but me- 
lancholy detail, muſt be added that unmter- 
rupted ſeries of florms and turbulent wea- 
ther under every appearance, which, till 
near the end of January, cruelly diſtin- 
guiſhed the laſt from every preceding win- 
years backwards. 
[Theſe inevitable accidents greatly retarded 
the cure of our ſick men, as well as ob- 
ſtruòted the refitting our ſhips, and bring- 
ing them again into a proper condition for 
ſervice. Conſiderable numbers too had 
died durin g the winter, or were become 
unfit for duty, or had deſerted: ſo that, tho 
all the accuſtomed methods of manning a 
fleet 
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feet had been exhauſted; and others; not 
commonly uſed, put in practice; yet ſtill 
the progreſs made, towards compleating the 
numbers wanted, was very une qual to the 
neceſſity. To this train of unhappy circum⸗ 
ſtances it was owing that only twenty⸗ five 
ſhips of the line, excluding three deſtined 
for convoys with our outward bound trade, 
could poſſibly be got ready for ſervice, by 
the middle of January *. Of theſe twenty 
five, thirteen were ordered to. ſea, under 
Mr. Oſborne, to accompany the, convoys, 
Juſt now mentioned, into à proper lati- 
tude weſtward; for their ſecurity againſt 
whatever the French ſquadron at Breſt 
might attempt againſt them. They ſailed 
January the 3oth, and returned to _ 
head ſixteen days afterwards. i 9 

In twelve days from their return, 4 
ſquadron under Sir Edward Hawke, con- 
ſiſting of fourteen ſhips of the line, with 
three fri rigates and a ſloop, appointed to at- 
tend ſome Eaſt-India ſhips into the ocean 


and then to eruize off Breſt, was got ready 


to put to ſea, tho the weather prevented 


their nog” . _ _ 1 of 
March J. 41 10 ; $34 


Jan. 76th. 1 Pet a80h. fen kath. 
2 Now 
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- Now it appears, by a true ſtate of our 
fleet, that not fewer than forty-nine ſhips 
were. employed at the beginning of this 
month, for indiſpenſable home-ſervices, 
whereof eighteen were of the line, and thir- 
ty-one were: frigates, &c. Theſe had their 
ſtations in the Downs and parts adjacent. 
or on the. oppoſite coaſts, of France; or 
were employed as convoys, and in railing 
men; or actually cruizing to the weſtward. 
It appears likewiſe from the ſame liſt that, 
at this time, there remained in port, not un- 
der orders to proceed to fea, forty- ſix hips 


of the line; and of them, only twenty were 


in condition for ſervice, had their due num- 
bers of men been complete; but in theſe 
they were deſicient by two thouſand two 
hundred and fatty-fix. The complements 
of the other twenty-lix/ ſhips amounted to 
thirteen. thouſand two hundred and ſixty: 

of which they muſtered no more than five 
thouſand — and ſorty- eight. But 
from this number, deducting the officers, 
petty officers and ſervants, there remained 
only about two thouſand two hundred fore- 
maſtmen: and as there could be no other 
immediate way of furniſhing out the com- 
F of the twenty ſhips, ready in all 
other 


1480 
hou reſpects; it is undeniably evident / ſhat 
the doing ſo would have ſtripped the other 
twenty-il6f: almoſt all their-foremaſt men. 
Need I intreat, gentlemen, your ſerious at- 
tention to theſe particulars?-Youſee they are | 
not raſhly adopted from uncertain rumors 
or deceitful ſuggeſtions: they are all drawn 
from vouchers that will be their o- mn un 
doubted evidence, Obſerve hkewiſe, if yon 
_ pleaſe, that the French, at the — 
of the winter, had between Aye od for- 
ty ſhips of $6, 74, and 64 guns; beſides 
ſeveral from 60 to 50 guns, lately built 
and welkeonditioned, in their. ports of 
Breſt and Rochfort. We knew they were 
exerting their utmoſt endeavours to get as 
many of them as was poſſible ready fur 
the ſea. We knew beſides, as has been 
ſaid before, that they were drawing doum 
from different parts, formidable bodies uf 
troops, and extending them along their 
coaſts; and that they hatta number uf 
what is called ſmall craft nnn Hows 
vi; their maritime provinces. : (219 
By this diſpoſition — land 
and ſea, they had it continualhy in their 
power to inſult this iſland, the very moment 


Thos our inferjority ſhould! furniſh: them 
the 


[49] 
the wiſhed-for occaſion; Had a deſcent 
been then attempted; had they even fa- 
crificed fifteen or twenty thouſand men in 
the attempt, what muſt have been the con- 
ſequence to this great capital? I chuſe, 
however, to throw a total veil over the 
ſcene in my eye: and you, gentlemen, feel 
intimately my reaſons for doing ſo. I 
know that this' invaſion has been treated, 
even by ſome men of ſenſe amongſt us, 
as chimerieal; but I know too, that no 
good reaſon has ever been aſſigned by any 
The adminiſtration indeed did not look 
upon it as a meaſure taken abſolutely at 
Verſailles, nor as the only one in the plan 
of that ambitious court. They were fully 
apprized of the preparations” carrying on, 
during the fame period, at Toulon: and 
they were aware that either of theſe ſchemes 
might prove the feint or reality, might be 
carried into execution or dropped, juſt as 
our adverſaries ſhould findeither moſt prac- 
ticable and of ſureſt execution. They might 
attack Minorca, we knew 5 or they might 
ſail through the Straits of Gibraltar, either 
to ſuccour their colonies in North-Ame- 
rica, or to put our fleet in the ocean be- 
D twixt 
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twixt the two fires of their Breſt and Tou- 
lon quadron. Under theſe alternatives of 
danger and diſtreſs, when it is evident too, 
from the ſtate of our navy above recited, 
that every poſſible evil could not be guard- 
ed againſt ; would any thinking man, who 
weighs cooly the ſum and conſequence of 
things, have wiſhed an adminiſtration to 
leave, at ſuch a juncture, the head and heart 
of the commonwealth in greateſt danger? 
theſe vital parts, where a wound 1s often 
mortal, molt expoſed, only to fave a limb? 

But our moſt vigorous endeavours how- 
ever were uſed to ſecure this part of the Bri- 
tiſh dominions likewiſe; as well as to ſend 
out an additional force, ſufficient for the de- 
fence of our colonies. Orders were iſſued 
the 2d and 3d of March * for preſling 


* It has been aſked, why ſuch orders were not iſſu- 
ed ſooner. The anſwer is obvious and reaſonable. 


March is the ordinary ſeaſon for fitting out and for 


the departure of ſhips : and therefore had the general 
preſs begun ſooner, or in any part of the winter, it 
wauld have had no other effect than only to alarm the 
men; drive them away into lurking- places up and 
down the country, from whence no encouragements 


could have drawn them afterwards : and thus a prema- 
ture attempt would have in a great -meaſure defeated 
the very Purpoſe it was intended to ſerve. 


o- 
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then from all protections, and for laying 
an embargo on all merchant-ſhips ; to 
anſwer, by theſe extraordinary methods, 
the urgent call for a ſufficient number of 
hands. Ten fail of the line were or- 

dered to be equipped forthwith for the 
Mediterranean, and quickly after ſix fail' 
more were appointed for North-America, 
the Weſt-Indies, and the coaſt of Africa. 
All which, as ſoon as they were ready and 
the weather would permit, procecded ac- 
cording to their ſeveral deſtinations. From 
this fair deduction of particulars, it fol- 
lows clearly, that a ſquadron of equal 
ſtrength could not have been ſooner diſ- 
patched to the Mediterranean conhitently 
with that firſt and ſuperior attention which 
is due to the ſecurity of this kingdom. 
And thus much in reply to the firſt queſ- 
tion. I proceed now to conſider the ſe- 
cond popular objection, that has been raiſ- 
ed on the head we are ſtill examining. 
The ill ſucceſs of our Mediterranean 
ſquadron has given occaſion to ſay, that 
a greater force ſhould have been ſent. Let 
us ſee then whether we could have reaſon- 
ably ſpared more ſhips at that time; and 
to judge of this, we muſt look impartially 
D 2 into 
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into the ſtate of our fleet at home, juſt 
before the ſquadron in queſtion put to ſea. 

Excluſive of it, and ſix ſhips more for 
the colonies, there remained either cruiz- 
ing or going to cruize twenty fix ; and in 
harbour twenty four, not under ſailing 
orders. Of the — nine only were 
otherwiſe ready, could they have been 
manned ; but they wanted of their com- 
plement above eleven hundred ; and. the 
ſix ſhips deſigned for the colonies wanted 
three hundred and ſeventy ſeven. The re- 
maining fifteen of the four in har- 
bour were either fitting or refitting. They 
muſtered but about eight hundred foremaſt 
men ; near four hundred of which being 
wanted for the ſhips going to the colo- 
nies, there would remain ſcarce more than 
four hundred to be diſtributed amongſt 
the nine ſhips, ready in all reſpects except 
men : a number not nearly ſufficient for 
thoſe nine. However, by ſtripping one ſhip 
of all her hands, it would have been juſt 
poſſible to mann the other eight. And 
then, thirty four ſhips of the line. were 


the whole force we had to employ in ſer- 


vices at home: of which, it was now 


teen 
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teen cruizing before Breſt and Rochfort. 
We had fure intelligence, that the ſtrength 
of our enemies was greatly increaſed in 
tuoſe parts; and that vigorous preparations 
were continued there for acquiring a 
ſtrength ſtill more formidable, which de- 
manded a greater number of our ſhips to 
prevent or fruftrate whatever might be 
attempted againſt theſe iſlands. Things 
ſtanding thus, all the reaſons above deduced, 
for not ſending any ſhips to the Mediter- 
ranean before the firſt = March, remain 
here in full force for not farther weakning, 
now, the fleet at home; more eſpecially 
as there was not the leaſt apparent neceſ- 
fity for our doing ſo. The ten fail from 
hence, with three already in thoſe ſeas, 
compoſed a ftrength ſuperior to any the 
French could have there, even according 
to the largeſt accounts: and, what might 
3 have enſured ſucceſs to it, no fleet 
was ever ſent from England more com- 


pletely equipped, manned with abler or bet- 
ter ſailors. We knew likewiſe the real ſtate 


of our enemy s fleet; that it was far from 
being equally well appointed with ours, or 

having it's due complement of hands; and 
D 3 they 
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they too, for the moſt part, but the ſweep- 
ings and refuſe of Toulon, old men paſt 
ſervice, or boys not yet grown up to it. 

Before we conclude this head, let us ſtop 
a moment to make one reflection, which 
appears to me of importance. The greateſt 
errors, in reaſoning on the meaſures of an 
admiralty, ariſe from this ſuppoſition, that 
the real ſtrength of the navy is to be eſti- 
mated, at all times, by the number of ſhips 
then in commiſſion; and that every ſuch 
ſhip can be conſtantly made ready to go 
out, and to remain always at ſea. It is 
ſcarce to be credited, how generally this 
vulgar prejudice prevails, even among ſuch 
perſons, as, in other computations, are 
leaſt ſubject to error. But it ſhould ever 
be remembered by him, who would im- 
partially examine the conduct of an ad- 
miralty, that our naval ſtrength ought 
not, at any time, to be rated by the num- 
ber of ſhips in harbour, or even in com- 


miſſion; but only by that part of it, 


which can be then effectually fitted out, 
and manned. Whatever ſhips remain in- 


complete in theſe reſpects, they are as uſe- 


leſs for immediate ſervice as if they were 
* | ſtill 


E 
ſtill in the foreſts, or on the mountains, 
where they firſt grew. But to go on. 

With ſuch a ſquadron as you have ſeen 
above, Mr. Byng ſailed from Spithead to 
St. Helen's the third of April; and from 
thence, the fixth of the ſame month. 

It is with equal ſhame and indignation, 
that T purſue the ſequel of this narrative; 
and I could wiſh what remains to be told 
buried in deep and laſting oblivion. Not 
for the fake of the men in power. Had 1 
reaſon to believe them culpable, I ſhould 
think the ſcene could not be expoſed too 
ſtrongly, nor painted in colours too hate- 
ful. But for the diſgrace brought on the 
Britiſh flag, and the fatal diſaſters conſe- 
quent on that diſgrace, by ONE MAN'S 
— but let the juſtice: of the nation give it 
a name. Whoever puts himſelf upon his 
country, ought to have a fair and equal 
trial. To condemn the greateſt ſuppoſed 
criminal, before ſuch trial, were unjuſt ; 
as to inſult him otherwiſe is ungenerous, 
and a-kin to the very cowardice it pre- 
tends to abhor. 

The admiral having delivered to the 
governor of Gibraltar ſome diſpatches con- 
taining the king's orders to him; that 

D 4 gentleman 
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gentleman thought proper thereupon ta 
call acouncil of war, May the 4th ; and it 
appears, from the minutes of this council, 
that it met to deliberate—not on paying 
obedience to his majeſty's commands, which 
were expreſs © for ſending to Minorca from 
« the garriſon at Gibraltar a detachment 
« equal to a battalion ;” but to conſider 
*« the expediency of ſending any detach- 
* ment at all:“ a caſe never intended here 
MY: you under their conſideration. It was 
, therefore, any ſuppoſed obſcurity, 
ſeeming contradiction in the letters 
writ by the ſecretary at war, as has been 
ſince alledged, on- which they aſſembled to 
debate. The orders contained in thoſe 
letters were, and muſt have been, fully 
underſtood by them: the queſtions pro- 
poſed, and oo reſolutions taken, prove 
invincibly that they were ſo, Had it been 
otherwiſe, .no ſuch ſuppoſitions could have 
been made, as were made ; no ſuch con- 
clufions drawn from them, as were drawn; 
and, in a word, there would not have been 
the ſhadow of common ſenſe in all that 
paſſed on the occaſion. Their reſolutions 
were, firſt, © that the relief of Minorca 
* would be hazardous, perhaps impracti- 
é cable.“ 


1 1 
te cable.“ Had our enemies nn in 
the ſame manner, Minorca had never been 
invaded ; Fort St, Philip's never beſieged, 
—* Secondly, if the Britiſh fleet ſhould 
*© be any way weakened by an engagement, 
cc. Gibraltar would be in imminent dan- 
** ger,” But, though the Britiſh fleet was 
afterwards weakened, becauſe only one 
half of it had been ſuffered to engage-the 
whole French ſquadron, yet. it was. not 
beat; and Gibraltar run no danger at all. 
Let us now proceed to ſee how this 1ncrer 
dible event happened, and fo conclude: a 
letter, gentlemen, which has infenfibly 
{welled into a treatiſe. | 
The Britiſh ſquadron failed from Gibral- 
tar, May the ach; and, after a paſſage of 
eleven days, arrived off Minorca on the 
19th; at the very time when a commander 
of ſpirit and. enterprize would have wiſhed 
it preciſely to arrive: becauſe ſuch a com- 
mander had an opportunity then of en- 
gaging the enemy's fleet, probably of ru- 
ining their whole undertaking, with moſt 
reputation to himſelf and moſt glory to 
his country. Could a Greenville or a Drake 
ariſe for a moment, from the dead, to pro- 
nounce upon this opinion, 1. am confident, 
by 


6. 3 
by all they thought and acted upon ſimilar 
occaſions, that they would heartily confirm 
it. They would bluſh, at the ſame time, 
for a daſtardly half-ſoul'd race amongſt us, 
who treat all ſuch notions as romantic and 
viſionary. While this gallantry of cou- 
rage, this nobleneſs of purpoſe prevailed 
in Britain, every ſcheme, that had been 
planned with ſpirit at home, was executed 
with anſwerable bravery and ſucceſs abroad. 
But ſhould contrary principles to theſe, 
ſhould baſe and ſelfiſh views ever ſpread 
their contagion through our fleets and ar- 
mies, we muſt, from that time, degenerate 
into a people of pirates and free-booters: 
and our very commanders, inſtead of ſol- 
liciting employments, for the glorious dan- 
gers attending them, in order to do honor 
or procure ſafety to their country, will 
ſeek to wear the public livery from humbler 
motives: I mean, the mere wages and vails 
ſuch employments may procure them. Be 
this as it will, 
No ſooner had the French Aon our 
fleet bearing towards Minorca, than their 
admiral, who beſt knew in what a hurry 
and with what unequal hands bis ſquadron 
had been manned, ſent to requeſt a rein- 
forcement 


[39 | 
forcement from the duke of Richlieu's 
camp before Fort St. Philips. His requeſt 
was complied with: and a reinforcement, 
to the number of ſix hundred men, was 
immediately ſent off, in ſeveral tartans, 
to his aſſiſtance. Now, can any thing 
confirm more evidently what I have oftener 
than once infinuated, of the condition in 
which their fleet put to ſea? And with 
this incident too, Mr. Byng, as appears by 


his letter, was fully acquainted ſome hours 
before he engaged it. There he tells us, that 
0 the morning proving hazey—he means the 
4 morning of that day * which will be long 
A remembered by the friends-of Britain with 
* pain, by her enemies with triumph two of 
A thoſe very veſſels fell in with the rear of our 
* fleet; and one of them was actually taken 
ll by the Defiance, with two captains, two heu- 
* tenants, and one hundred and two private 
1 men. All the reſt were obliged to return to 
Be their camp, without having been able to put 
a ſingle ſoldier on board Galiſſoniere's fleet. 
* This capture, you ſee, was particularly 
1 encouraging, and might have been inter- 
0 preted, without much ſuperſtition, into an | 
ay omen 


* The 20th of May. 
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[ 60 ] 
omen of ſtill greater ſucceſs. Had I aid; 
into an aſſurance of .viftory, it had not, 
perhaps, been too much: when I conſider, 
that every other circumſtance, to confirm 
the bold or animate the fearful, concur- 
red on our fide ;. the ſailors all in high ſpi- 


rits, the officers determined and eager to 


ſhew themſelves Engliſh-men, and the gale 
blowing full in favour of our attack, with. 
out once changing or failing us for the reſt 
of the day. We had time, likewiſe, to 
form our line of battle in good order, and 
to ſail in it. As our fleet was to wind- 
ward, it muſt tack of courſe; which it 
did all together, through the whole extent 
of the hne, without one blunder or one ſhip 
miſſing. The ſignal to engage was made a- 
bout oneo'clock ; and rear-admiralWeſt put 
immediately before the wind with his divi- 


ſion, conſiſting of ſix ſhips; each ſhip ſelect- 


ing, as-ſhe ſailed down, one of the enemy's; 
that they might all attack regularly, and 
without confuſion, On our firſt advance- 
ing, the French fired to rake us: but, from 
an impatience that oftener indicates appre- 
henſion than intrepidity, making their diſ- 
charge at too great a diſtance, they did 


ſ 8: ] 
our ſhips little or no damage. Before they 
could load agam, ours were pretty well in 
with them, and returned their fire with 
greater execution. But, as only fix of 
our ſhips, I mean the red diviſion, were 
engaged againſt the whole F _ fleet, 
the match muſt needs be unequal: And, 
in effect, all the ſix were — hurt: 
the Intrepid more particularly. For, as ſhe 
had the misfortune to loſe her foretopmaſt 
early; and, as by that accident, the French 
admiral, with his two ſeconds, was upon 
her at once, who quickly demoliſhed all 
her rigging and maintopmaſt, the lay in 
the ſea almoſt a wreck, having received 
fourteen ſhot betwixt wind and water, and 
many through both ſides. Thus unequally, 
though without once intermitting her fire, 
was {he engaged for more than an hour 
and a half; till, at laſt, captain Cornwall 
in the Revenge, and captain Durell in the 


Trident, broke their ſtation from admiral 


Byng to put themſelves between the Intre- 
pid and her three antagoniſts. 


But why the admiral himſelf iow, -6lt 


this while, aſtern, and ſo prevented his 
own diviſion from advancing likewiſe to 
charge the enemy, altho the ſame wind 


that 
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[ 62.7 
that had brought down one half of his 
fleet, continued ſtill in the ſame quarter 
full and favourable for bringing down the 
other half—why, or how all this happen- 
ed, I can give no account: and I will not 
indulge a humour of forming diſadvanta- 
geous conjectures. On the contrary, I de- 
teſt, from my ſoul, thoſe inſtances of aver- 
fion to. him, -which have been fo often and 
fo ſhockingly exhibited in our public ſtreets, 
by that many-headed monſter, the rabble ; 
and which, in truth, are a diſgrace on our 
national character for good nature and 
magnanimity. Another, and a more equi- 
table tribunal, than that of popular fury, 
muſt determine what we are to think of 
this day's action, and of this gentleman's 
behaviour in it. 

Here 1 had reſolved to have laid down 
my pen, but a * letter of a very extraor- 
dinary tendency having lately appeared, I 
think myſelf obliged to make ſome few re- 


marks upon it. Not tor any thing mate- 


rial it contains; not on account of the ſe- 


ditious induſtry with which it has been | 


* A Letter to a Member of E r to 
the caſe of Admiral Byng, with _ 1 ae 
and Letters, &c e. 


diſ- 


w p 


121. 
diſperſed into every quarter of this great 
city, and circulated through every pro- 
vince of the kingdom; but becauſe the 
admiral has made himſelf a party and. an 
accomplice to it, by furniſhing the writer 
with letters and papers, which he alone 
could furniſh. Had this libel tended to 
his own vindication only, without charg- 
ing on other people a guilt of the moſt fla- 
gitious nature, he ſhould: have enjoyed his 
whole benefit of clergy from it, without 
any cenſure or even notice on my part. 
But this anonymous advocate more than 
infinuates, that one or two miniſters at 
leaſt have devoted his chent, as the ſcape- 
goat of their incapacity and miquity ; and 


that a dark deſign is formed to murder 


him, meerly to ſcreen themſelves. Would 


it be too much, gentlemen, to demand 
ſome little proof of ſo high a charge? of 


a crime ſo enormous? But, if he has pro- 
duced none, not the ſmalleſt, neither from 
the letters themſelves, nor from his com- 
ments on them, he ſtands already convict- 
ed of the guilt he imputes to others, as a 


ſtabber of reputations in the dark: and to 


men, ſenſible to good fame, ſuch. an aſſaſſi- 
nation is worſe than the loſs of life it. elf. 
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Or will he juſtify himſelf by ſaying, as ita: 


lian bravoes do, that it is his trade, and 
he muſt live by it? He is ſure, beſides, that 


Mr. Byng's character would have ſtood 
fairer m the public eye,. had his letter 
from the Maditerrancan been, at firſt, pub- 
liſhed entire. Tho I heartily with it 
had, and am pleaſed it is fo now: I yet 
differ totally in opinion from him, of it's 
utility towards creating, in one man of 
unprejudiced ſenſe, the leaſt better opinion 
of the admiral's undgrſtanding, as a wri- 


ter, or of his behaviour, as a commander: 


Some few ſtriftures on the added parts 
will be ſufficient proof of what I now ſay. 
After ſeven or eight pages of mere com- 
mon-place invective, he proceeds to quote * 
the firſt paſſage omitted in the Gazette. 
Now. I aſk, whether this part of his client's 
letter—when I ſay client, I do not mean 
it in the legal ſenſe—can be of the leaſt 
advantage to his character? The contrary 
appears to me moſt evident. We find him 
already—that 1 is before the ement— 


in deſpair of being able to do any thing 


towards the relief of Minorca. —< Every 
* one was of opinion we could be or no 


.* Þ , 
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 reproachable witneſſes ſkill vemember, the con 


165 J. 
„ genera} here), as by all ac- 


eounts no place was fecured for a land- 
ing.“ Is this the language of courage? 


Bandes, we know ſinee, ' that Mr. Boyd 


went out, in an open boat about this very 
time; im ſearch of hint; and returned to 
the caſtle without harm of interruption, 
And if he had then totally forgot, of ber ur- 


Ver ſarton that colonel "Kane held with Bitty 
Joomerly- about the Sallypott; and on the 
very ſpot where if fand as & place of furs 
communication; through which not only 
intelligence but ſuccours might be ſent in- 
to the fort, even wher it ſhould be actu- 
_ befieged: : WOES. 

Page 16th, he lays, i the Captaits Iri- 

© txepid an Defiance were much damaged 
2 ile ir maſts, fo that they were endari- 
<<! wered of not being able to ſecure thee 
© maſts.” New, the omiſſion of this pa 
ſage ſeems nõway injurious to Mr. Byng; 
for, whatever it may be at ſea, it is not 
Engliſh at land. He goes on, © the-ſqua- 
den in general were very ſickly, many 


0 filled and wounded, and no where to 
put a third of their number, if I made an 
* - kſpical of the forty gun ſhip,” What 


Tat! E can 
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can he. poſlibly mean? Was an hoſpitat 
ſhip wanted for the killed? or even for the 
wounded? Or does an admiral put the ſick 
af his ſquadron into an hoſpital hip. un- 
leſa, which. is not pretended, there ſhould 


be ſome; epidemical and contagious di- 
ſtemper, the ſmall pox or fever for in- 
ſtance, ſpread amongſt them? Does there ap- 
pear any malice to Mr. Byng, in the omiſ- 
fon of theſe particulars? And was the 
ſickly condition of our fleet, ſuppoſing his 
account. to be true, a ſecret fit to be truſt- 
ed, at that time, with our ny ana 


reign enemies? 


In the next 5 * the ſame 
page, he goes on to ſay, Heiwould make 
«. ſure. of protecting Gibraltar ſince it was 
L found impracticable either to ſuccour or 
<<, xtheve. Minorca,” How could he poſ- 
ſibly tell? He had recalled the Phœnix 
and Cheſterfield, “before they could get 
* qure fo nean the harbour as to make 
e ſure what: batteries or guns might be 


0 * placed. to prevent, our having any com- 


6 munication. with the caſtle.” Then he 


knew. nothing of its being either practi- 
cable or 1mpracticable. to ſuccour the 


Kalte ; for he never made a ſecond. at- 


1&3 | tempt, 


( 67 J 
tempt, not even to ſend in a'letter ! And 
the garriſon of Fort St. Philip's never 
knew that he had engaged the French at 
all, till they were informed of it forty 
days afterwards by the French themſelves. 
His advocate goes on to quote more 
« For though we may juſtly claim the vic- 
«- tory.” This victory then was gained by 
ſix: ſhips only; the other ſix of his own 
ſquadron not having been ſuffered to en- 
gage, till twWo of them broke away from 


their ſtations to prevent the Intrepid from 


being either ſunk or taken. One cannot 
recal this ſcene without feeling ſome emo- 
tions of honeſt indignation, Had he beat 
the French, had he given the bol Bri- 
nh ſquadron a chance for doing it; Mi- 
norca had ſtill been ours; and he had 
brought back to England a marſhal of 
France, with his army, our priſoners. 

Whether the word cover“ Gibraltar 
was omitted or not, is immaterial to My. 
Byng's vindication. It is beſides glaringly 
abſurd. Does he not ſay, in his letter of 
the 25th of May, that he had gained a 
victory! Did not fome other hand, 
who has put his anger into tolerable Eng- 
liſh in a ſecond letter, dated July 4. ſay 


ſtill 
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<< met, attacked and beat this enemy, 
Now, could the French cbm 6 Gib > 
2 tar without their fleet? OY Wann u beathle - 3 
fleet in couditien to enguge Mrs chere? 
What had de then to eovefF2Not t 
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